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Abstract 

This paper delves into the transformative impact of artificial 

intelligence (AI) on the traditional painting medium and 

surface. The beauty of art finds expression in the unique 

perspective of every artist; their thoughts, emotions, 

personal symbolism, creative decisions, experimentations 

and contextualization. Hence this artistic process becomes a 

window into the artist’s mind, conveying the artist’s vision. 

However, the evolution of artificial intelligence no doubt 

has revolutionized this artistic process, its aesthetic 

outcome and material properties especially in painting. This 

paper therefore investigates how artificial intelligence has 

influenced this process. Our findings reveal that AI’s 

integration expands the painter’s toolkit, enabling new 

textures, colours and compositional possibilities. However, 

it also raises the question about authorship, agency and the 

role of human institutions in art-making. This research 

contributes to the ongoing dialogue in AI’s potential to 

augment and redefine traditional art forms, pushing the 

boundaries of what lies beyond the canvas.   

 

Keywords: Canvas, Artificial Intelligence (AI), Painting, Medium and 

Surface. 

 

Introduction 

Art is considered a diverse range of human activity which involves creative 

or imaginative talents that expresses proficiency, beauty, emotional power, 

or conceptual ideas of humans. It is an area of subject that generally does 

not have a specific definition as ideas are constantly changed over time. 
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Art is an expression of outward feeling, or a medium of communication to 

the society or application of creative skills and imagination, typically in a 

visual form such as paintings, or sculptures and other forms of art which 

produces works of beauty or emotional power.  The field of art goes 

beyond mere expression of things but it is a conglomerate of human 

activities which satisfies one’s need and aesthetic quest. Art is the creation 

of expression of ideas, and thought into practical forms. However, having 

expressed what art is, there are ways in which these objects of beauty are 

collected, preserved and interpreted for the purpose of educational 

research and recreation for the public. 

 

Art has been an integral part of human history, evolving with each passing 

era, reflecting the cultural, societal, and technological changes of its time. 

As we stand on the cusp of the future, questions arise about the role of art 

in an increasingly digitized and AI-driven world. What might the future of 

art look like, and how will AI-generated art change the landscape of 

creative expression? 

 

Artificial intelligence (AI) refers to the simulation of human intelligence in 

machines that are programmed to think and learn like humans. The term 

can also apply to any machine that exhibits traits associated with a human 

mind such as learning and problem-solving. Artificial Intelligence (AI) is 

changing the world and making a big splash in the art community. For 

artists who run their own small businesses, AI brings a mix of feelings. 

Some worry that AI might take their place or make it easy for others to copy 

their style. Others are excited about what AI can do, thinking it could help 

them create new and exciting things. And some artists want to keep up with 

the latest technology to stay in the game. The truth is that AI does create art 

in a very special way. It can give artists new ideas and make some tasks 

easier, freeing them to spend more time creating (Perry, 2014) 

 

One of the most groundbreaking developments in the future of art will 

undoubtedly be AI-generated art. Artificial Intelligence has already shown 

its prowess in producing artworks that rival those created by human 

hands. By analyzing vast datasets of existing artworks, AI algorithms can 

learn to mimic various artistic styles and generate original pieces that 

imitate the works of iconic artists or even pioneer entirely new aesthetics. 
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AI-generated art has the potential to democratise creativity by providing a 

new avenue for artistic expression to people who may not have traditional 

artistic skills. With user-friendly AI tools, individuals can become creators 

in their right, exploring novel ideas and generating visually stunning 

works without the need for years of training. As a result, we may witness 

a surge of diverse voices and perspectives, enriching the art world with a 

myriad of fresh, unconventional ideas.  

 

Moreover, AI can serve as a collaborator for human artists, enhancing their 

creative process. Artists can employ AI algorithms as digital assistants, 

generating quick visual drafts, exploring different styles, and pushing the 

boundaries of their artistic vision. This symbiotic relationship between AI 

and human creators may foster a new wave of artistic innovation, pushing 

the boundaries of what we thought was possible.  

 

Artificial intelligence art is any visual artwork created through the use of 

an artificial intelligence (AI) program. Artists began to create artificial 

intelligence art in the mid to late 20th century, when the discipline was 

founded. Throughout its history, artificial intelligence art has raised 

many philosophical concerns related to the human mind, artificial beings, 

and what can be considered art in a human–AI collaboration. Since the 20th 

century, artists have used AI to create art, some of which has been 

exhibited in museums and won awards. The increased availability of AI 

art tools to the general public in the 2020s AI boom provided opportunities 

for creating AI generated images outside of academia and professional 

artists (Epstein, et al., 2023). 

 

The influence of AI on the artistic landscape extends beyond simply 

expanding the boundaries of artistic expression. AI presents itself as a 

potent tool capable of amplifying creative potential, enriching artistic 

engagement, and potentially reconfiguring the very dynamics of the art 

world (Cetinic & She, 2021). However, it is crucial to acknowledge that 

challenges do exist alongside these possibilities. Recognizing the potential 

of AI to empower creators, enhance audience engagement, and transform 

the art world is of paramount importance (Epstein et al., 2023). 

 

The influence of AI on the artistic landscape is not a linear process; rather, 

it is a dynamic interplay between tradition and innovation. The generative 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Visual_artwork
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Artificial_intelligence
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_artificial_intelligence
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philosophy_of_artificial_intelligence
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mind
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Human%E2%80%93artificial_intelligence_collaboration
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/AI_boom
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artistry that emerges from the interplay of human intention challenges 

conventional norms, ushering in a new era of creative exploration. This 

transformative journey transcends the limitations of conventional artistic 

media, encompassing the emerging frontiers of virtual and augmented 

reality, robotic technologies, and 3D printing. The artistic spectrum 

expands as AI empowers creators to  emancipate themselves from the 

confines of traditional materials, fostering the exploration of novel avenues 

for immersive and interactive artistic experiences. 

 

The influence of AI on artistic creation transcends the concept of simply 

expanding boundaries. It permeates the foundational core of artistic 

practice, empowering artists with a novel toolkit for exploration. 

Furthermore, AI fosters a democratization of artistic expression, 

dismantling barriers to entry and fostering inclusivity. Consequently, the 

art world transforms into a more accessible landscape, enabling 

individuals, irrespective of their artistic background, to actively 

participate in the creative process. 

 

Painting 

Painting, the expression of ideas and emotions, with the creation of 

certain aesthetic qualities, in a two-dimensional visual language. The 

elements of this language—its shapes, lines, colours, tones, and textures—

are used in various ways to produce sensations of volume, space, 

movement, and light on a flat surface. These elements are combined into 

expressive patterns in order to represent real or supernatural phenomena, 

to interpret a narrative theme, or to create wholly abstract visual 

relationships.  

 

An artist’s decision to use a particular medium, such 

as tempera, fresco, oil, acrylic, watercolour or other water-based 

paints, ink, gouache, encaustic, or casein, as well as the choice of a 

particular form, such as mural, easel, panel, miniature, manuscript 

illumination, scroll, screen or fan, panorama, or any of a variety of modern 

forms, is based on the sensuous qualities and the expressive possibilities 

and limitations of those options. The choices of the medium and the form, 

as well as the artist’s own technique, combine to realize a unique visual 

image (Aubert, et al., 2019). 

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/aesthetic
https://www.britannica.com/topic/language
https://www.britannica.com/art/tempera-painting
https://www.britannica.com/art/fresco-painting
https://www.britannica.com/art/oil-painting
https://www.britannica.com/art/acrylic-painting
https://www.britannica.com/art/watercolor
https://www.britannica.com/topic/ink-writing-medium
https://www.britannica.com/art/gouache
https://www.britannica.com/art/encaustic-painting
https://www.britannica.com/art/casein-painting
https://www.britannica.com/art/mural-painting
https://www.britannica.com/art/illuminated-manuscript
https://www.britannica.com/art/illuminated-manuscript
https://www.britannica.com/art/panorama-visual-arts
https://www.britannica.com/dictionary/limitations
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Painting is a visual art, which is characterized by the practice of 

applying paint, pigment, color or other medium to a solid surface (called 

the "matrix" or "support"). The medium is commonly applied to the base 

with a brush, but other implements, such as knives, sponges, 

and airbrushes, may be used (Aubert, et al. 2018).  

 

In art, the term "painting" describes both the act and the result of the action 

(the final work is called "a painting"). The support for paintings includes 

such surfaces as walls, paper, canvas, wood, glass, lacquer, pottery, leaf, 

copper and concrete, and the painting may incorporate multiple other 

materials, including sand, clay, paper, plaster, gold leaf, and even whole 

objects. Painting is an important form of visual art, bringing in elements 

such as drawing, composition, gesture, narration, 

and abstraction. Paintings can be naturalistic and representational (as 

in still life and landscape painting), photographic, abstract, 

narrative, symbolistic (as in Symbolist art), emotive (as in Expressionism) 

or political in nature (as in Artivism) (Zimmer, 2018).  

 

AI in the Artistic Process 

Inspiring Concepts with AI 

The blank canvas is no longer daunting but a playground of possibilities 

thanks to AI. As artists navigate through stages of creation — from the 

spark of an idea to the final brushstroke — AI tools can be invaluable 

companions (Coronado, Itadera & Ramirez-Alpizar, 2023).  

 

Inspiration and Conceptualisation 

Imagine you have the seed of an idea but need help figuring out where to 

take it. The AI interprets your description of the idea. And generates visual 

interpretations, offering an inspirational graphic buffet. 

 

Design, Creation, and Enhancement 

The journey continues with design and creation, where precision and 

efficiency become paramount. It can do tasks like colour correction and 

object selection much faster than humans. If you are a digital painter, it 

could mean more time to focus on the creative parts of your work. At the 

same time, AI handles the routine edits, adding vibrancy and precision to 

your art. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Visual_arts
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paint
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pigment
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Color
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Support_(art)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brush
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Airbrush
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Art
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lacquer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leaf
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Concrete
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clay
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Plaster
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gold_leaf
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Visual_arts
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Drawing
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Composition_(visual_arts)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gestural_painting
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Narrative_art
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abstract_art
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Still_life
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Landscape_art
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Photorealism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Symbol
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Symbolism_(arts)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Emotion
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Expressionism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Politics
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Artivism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carl_Zimmer
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In this digital era, transformation is vital. AI offers a bridge between 

photography and painting. It allows artists to convert photos into stunning 

paintings. It is perfect for those who wish to blend the clarity of a 

photograph with the charm of brushwork. 

 

AI acts as a gateway for those who venture into the vastness of landscapes. 

From simple sketches to expansive, detailed scenes, it is a boon for artists 

who conceptualise environments for games, films, or digital canvases. 

 

AI-Enhanced Business Management for Visual Artists 

In the art world, creativity does not just happen on the canvas. It is also a 

crucial part of running a successful business. AI can be a game-changer for 

artists managing their ventures and handling less glamorous but essential 

tasks (Cossich, Carlgren, Holash, & Katz, 2023).  

 

Efficient Workflow and Project Management 

When juggling many projects, organization is critical. AI is used to help 

artists manage their workflow with intuitive boards, lists, and cards. 

Imagine planning an art exhibit or a series of paintings. AI can keep track 

of deadlines, materials needed, and progress all in one place. 

 

For financial management, AI is employed to simplify accounting tasks. It 

can track sales and expenses and predict future trends. This makes it easier 

for artists to stay on top of their financial health. It’s like having a personal 

accountant, enabling artists to focus more on their art (Coronado, Itadera & 

Ramirez-Alpizar, 2023).  

 

Marketing and Online Presence 

In today’s digital age, an online presence is crucial. AI can be used to help 

artists manage their social media accounts. It schedules posts and analyzes 

engagement. This allows artists to keep a steady and effective online 

presence. They can connect with their audience and showcase their work 

globally. For artists selling their work online, AI-powered tools can be used 

to optimise their online store. It provides insights into customer behaviour, 

personalises the shopping experience, and manages inventory. This enables 

artists to create a more engaging and successful online store for their art 

(Cossich, Carlgren, Holash & Katz, 2023). 
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AI Influence on Painting Medium and Surfaces 

AI is indeed transforming the art world, including painting. Here are some 

ways AI is influencing painting medium and surfaces: 

 

- Generative Art: AI algorithms can generate unique, algorithmically-

created art pieces that blur the line between human and machine creativity. 

 

- Digital Painting: AI-powered tools enable artists to create digital 

paintings that mimic traditional media, with AI-assisted brushstrokes and 

textures. 

 

- Surface Design: AI can generate intricate patterns and designs for various 

surfaces, from fabrics to architecture. 

 

- Collaborative Art: AI can assist human artists in their creative process, 

suggesting new ideas, colors, and compositions. 

 

- New Mediums: AI can help create entirely new painting mediums, like 

interactive digital art or immersive experiences. 

 

- Artistic Style Transfer: AI can transfer styles from one painting to another, 

creating intriguing fusions of different artistic periods and techniques. 

 

AI is expanding the possibilities of painting, enabling new forms of 

creativity and artistic expression. However, it also raises questions about 

authorship, authenticity, and the role of human creativity in the art-making 

process. 

 

Conclusion 

AI is changing the art world in significant ways. It is a major shift in how 

artists create, run their businesses, and work with others. AI helps from 

start to finish, making things easier and connecting artists worldwide. 

These tools reshape creativity and simplify business tasks so artists can 

focus more on their art. They also help artists collaborate and grow their 

networks digitally. But with these changes, artists need to think carefully 

about ethics. They should understand AI’s limits, respect copyright laws, 

and mix AI with their own creativity wisely. As art and AI evolve, they will 

bring new opportunities and challenges. Artists must stay updated and 
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flexible to use AI well for their art and business. The future of art with AI is 

full of innovation and diverse possibilities. It is an exciting time for visual 

artists at this crossroads of art and technology. AI is ready to help shape the 

future of art. 

 

The influence of AI on artistic expression extends beyond mere boundary 

expansion, acting as a transformative catalyst that amplifies the creative 

process, broadens accessibility, and potentially rewrites the very fabric of 

the art world. The multifaceted ways in which AI empowers creators, 

enriches artistic engagement, and potentially reconfigures the landscape 

of the art world serve to highlight its transformative influence. In the 

context of the artist’s studio, AI tools become collaborators, rather than 

mere instruments. These tools facilitate accelerated creative exploration, 

thereby amplifying artistic voices across a diverse range of disciplines. 

Nevertheless, the influence of AI extends beyond established artists, 

enabling individuals with limited experience to embark on artistic 

journeys. It functions as artistic springboards, fostering inclusivity and 

expanding the definition of ‘artist’. This has the potential to result in a 

more vibrant and diverse artistic landscape, in which any individual can 

contribute their unique perspective and actively participate in the creative 

process. 
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