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Abstract

Museum play a pivotal role in preserving cultural heritage,
safeguarding tangible and intangible remnants of human
history. This study examines the significance of museums
in cultural heritage preservation, exploring functions,
challenges, and opportunities. Results highlight museums'
contributions to cultural heritage preservation, including
artifact conservation, education, community engagement,
and representation of cultural narratives. Despite funding
constraints, digitization, and cultural sensitivity challenges,
museums remain essential institutions for cultural heritage
preservation. Effective collaboration between museums,
communities, and governments is crucial for long-term
preservation.
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Introduction

Museum is a reserved sacred institution where cultural heritage are
preserved and disseminated. Repositions of collective memory, museums
plays a vital role in safeguarding human history, culture and creativity and
it is significance extends beyond mere collection and display. They also
serve as platforms for cultural exchange, community engagement and for
educational purposes. It is also known as a building in which object of
historical, scientific, artistic or cultural interest are stored and exhibited.

Geoffrey (2024) defines museum as an institution dedicated to preserving
and interpreting the primary tangible evidence of human kind and the
environment. In the preserving of this primary evidence, the museum
differs markedly from the library, with which it has often been compared;
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for the items housed in a museum are mainly unique and constitute the
raw material of study and research. They are removed in time, place and
circumstance from their original context and they communicate directly to
the viewer in a way not possible through other media.

Museums have been founded for a variety of purposes: to serve as
recreational facilities, scholarly venues or educational resources, to
contribute to the quality of life of the areas where they are situated; to
attract tourism to a region; to promote civic pride or nationalistic endeavor
or even to transmit overfly ideological concepts. Given such a variety of
purposes, museums reveal remarkable diversity in form, content and
functions as well as preservation and interpretation of some material
aspect of the society’s cultural consciousness.

Museums also faces challenges in fulfilling their mandate, including the
complexities of cultural representation, the pressures of digitalization and
the constraint of limited resources. Nevertheless, they remain essential
institutions for preserving cultural heritage, supporting cultural
innovation and promoting intercultural dialogue.

This study examines the role of museums in preserving cultural heritage,
its functions, challenges, and opportunities. It also aim to contribute to a
deeper understanding of the significance of museum in contemporary
culture.

Brief History of National Museum

The concept of museums as repositories of cultural heritage dates back to
ancient civilizations, approximately 3000 BCE, with institutions such as the
Library of Alexandria serving as precursors to modern museums. During
the medieval period, from 500 to 1500 CE, monasteries and churches
assumed the role of safeguarding sacred and cultural artifacts. The
Renaissance and Enlightenment periods, spanning 1500 to 1800 CE,
witnessed the emergence of private museums and collections, exemplified
by the Vatican Museums established in 1506, followed by the founding of
national museums like the British Museum in 1753. The 19th and 20th
centuries saw significant expansion and professionalization of museum
networks, accompanied by the development of modern museum concepts
emphasizing education, conservation, and community engagement. This
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era also saw the establishment of influential institutions like the
Smithsonian Institution in 1823 and the Metropolitan Museum of Art in
1870. The international museum community came together with the
formation of the International Council of Museums (ICOM) in 1946. In the
contemporary era, from 2000 CE onwards, museums have adapted to the
digital age, embracing online collections and interactive exhibits while
prioritizing  diversity, inclusivity, and community participation.
Collaborative preservation efforts, cultural exchange programs, and
addressing challenges posed by globalization and climate change have
become paramount. Key milestones include UNESCO's establishment in
1945 and the adoption of the UNESCO World Heritage Convention in 1970.
This historical trajectory underscores the transformation of museums from
ancient storehouses to dynamic institutions dedicated to preserving
cultural heritage, fostering cultural exchange, and engaging diverse
audiences.

Museum is a building, place or an institution used for the collection,
preservation and display of artifacts and other valuable cultural objects
whether man - made or natural which has relevance to the people past and
present (Banjoko, 2000). The preservation of important old and new objects
and happenings are important to enlighten the society about their past
achievements, while the new ones are on record for the present as much as
they are for future generations. Lewis (2018) states that “Museum is an
institution that preserves and interprets the materials evidence of the
natural World”. As such museum has a long history springing from what
may be an inmate human desire to collect and interpret and having
discernible origins in large collections built up by individuals, groups,
government and institutions. The context of interpreting the collected finds
really has to do with the educational respect of the museum practice which
also has to do with the effective learning of students. If the museum finds
are not effectively interpreted to learners effectively, learning will never
take place. Thus, for effective learning to take place through the
interpretation of the Museum finds experts like trained curators and the
likes should engaged to interpret the Museum finds. In our country Nigeria,
museum practice has also existed a lot time ago and has contributed a lot in
promoting and preserving our cultural artifacts. The origin of cultural
resources development and control which could be regarded as the national
museum services in Nigeria dates back to 1927 and is credited to Kenneth
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C. Murray a one-time colonial art teacher of British origin. (Agberia and
Chukueggu, 2010). Banjoko (2000) also states that, the collection and
preservation of Nigerian artifacts seriously started in 1933 and 1943 through
the campaigns mounted by E.H. Duckworth and K. C. Murray respectively.
Okpoke (1992) clarified that on July 28, 1943, the colonial government in the
country inaugurated the Nigeria Antiquities services. The board which had
Kenneth C. Marry and a British ethnographer, Mr. E. H. Duckworth as
members was commissioned to study the prospects of collecting and
securing the nations antiquities with the sole aims of establishing museum
services in some identifiable locations.

Deducing from the authors’ statements it is obvious that the establishment
of museum in Nigeria was initiated by Kenneth C. Murray. And the first
museum established in Nigeria was the Esie museum in Kwara state of
Nigeria and later followed by several other ones. The current museums
that were later established houses different artifacts from different parts of
the country. based on the reasons for which they are set up and the persons
who are responsible for managing are known and called curators. But the
worrying aspect of this paper and why this paper is carried out is based on
the fact that despite the contributions and benefit that is derived from
museum practice in the country it suffers a lot of challenges, which may be
attributed to poor infrastructure, poor management, negative religious
influence among others. Obi (2007) lamented that Nigeria museum remain
dead ends, smell of neglect and despair and give little or no courage to
anyone to regard our past and heritage with much enthusiasm. Obi (2007)
also points out that the museum suffers poor finding, poor infrastructure,
poor quality museum education officers, religious fundamentalism and
apathy to museum education. All these enumerated has serious hindrance
on the development of museum practice in our country and the learning of
museum and gallery issues in our country.

Functions OF Museum

The functions of Museum include the Collection, Documentation,
Conservation and Preservation and Management of antiquities. It also
includes the presentation of such objects to the general public for purposes
of Education, Enlightenment and Entertainment.
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Museums play a vital role in preserving the heritage and culture of
humanity. They serve as custodians of artifacts, artworks, and cultural
objects, ensuring these treasures are protected and maintained for future
generations. Beyond preservation, museums are centers of education,
providing opportunities for people of all ages to learn about history,
science, art, and diverse cultures through exhibitions, workshops, and
guided tours. They also play a critical role in research, offering resources
and access to collections that enable scholars and researchers to deepen
their understanding of various fields.

Cultural enrichment is another fundamental function of museumes, as they
celebrate and promote the diversity of human heritage, fostering a sense of
appreciation and respect for different traditions and histories. At the same
time, museums provide entertainment and recreation by creating engaging
and interactive experiences that captivate visitors, blending learning with
enjoyment. They serve as hubs for community engagement, hosting events
and programs that bring people together, spark discussions, and
strengthen social bonds.

Furthermore, museums inspire creativity and innovation by showcasing
artistic works and groundbreaking ideas, motivating individuals to think
critically and explore new perspectives. Their impact extends to the
economy as well, attracting tourists, generating revenue, and creating job
opportunities within local communities. Overall, museums are invaluable
institutions that contribute to education, culture, inspiration, and
community development, ensuring that the legacy of humanity continues
to thrive.

Importance of Preserving and Showcasing Nigeria's Divers Cultural
Heritage

Preserving and showcasing Nigeria's cultural heritage through museums
is crucial for several reasons:

Promoting understanding: by showcasing artifacts and exhibits,
museums help Nigerian's understand and appreciate their cultural roots
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Celebrating diversity: Nigeria is home to various ethnic groups with
unique traditions, and museums celebrates this diversity through their
collections.

Connecting the past and present: museums bridge the gap between the
past and the present, showcasing how Nigeria's cultural heritage has
evolved over time

Creating cultural pride: by preserving and showcasing cultural heritage,
museums instill a sense of pride and identity in Nigerian's

Boosting tourism: Nigeria's cultural heritage attracts tourists, and
museums play a key role in promoting cultural tourism in the country.

Valuable Resources and Artifacts
Museums has a vast array of valuable resources and artifacts that are
essential for historical education in Nigeria

These resources include archeological findings traditional crafts,
historical documents, photographs, and multimedia installations.
Students and researchers can utilize these artifacts to gain insights into the
past and reconstruct narratives that shape our understanding of Nigerian
history. Artifacts serve as tangible links to the past, allowing visitors to
connect with historical events, traditions and cultural practices.

By preserving and showcasing these artifacts, museums contribute to the
preservation and dissemination of Nigeria's cultural heritage for future
generations. Therefore, museums in Nigeria play a vital role in promoting
historical education by offering divers” educational programs, serving as
learning hubs and providing valuable resources and artifacts.

The Role of Museum in Preserving Cultural Heritage

Custodians of Artifacts and Treasures:

Museums house many artifacts, artworks, historical documents, and
cultural treasures. These items represent the tangible aspects of our
cultural heritage, providing a physical link to the past. Museums carefully
curate, protect, and preserve these items to ensure longevity.
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Conservation and Restoration:

Preservation is a top priority for museums. Conservation and restoration
experts work tirelessly to repair and maintain artifacts and artworks,
ensuring they remain in optimal condition.

Exhibitions and Interpretation:

Museums curate exhibitions that tell stories, present themes, and engage
visitors meaningfully. Through carefully designed displays and
interpretation, museums make cultural heritage accessible and engaging
for a broad audience.

Preserving Intangible Heritage:
Cultural heritage isn't limited to physical artifacts. Museums preserve
intangible heritage, such as oral traditions, music, and performance arts.

Conservation of Historic Sites:

Some museums manage and preserve historic sites, structures, and
landscapes. This involves physical preservation and educating the public
about the historical and cultural significance of these places.

Cultural Diplomacy:

Museums often serve as platforms for cultural diplomacy, fostering
international cooperation and wunderstanding. Cultural exchanges,
collaborative exhibitions, and loans of artworks help strengthen ties
between nations.

Encouraging Civic Engagement:

Museums are valuable civic institutions that encouraging public
engagement with cultural and historical issues. They provide a platform
for dialogue, debate, and reflection on critical societal topics.

Promoting Heritage Tourism:

Museums are magnets for heritage tourism, attracting visitors worldwide
to explore local and global culture. This tourism supports local economies
and raises awareness about the significance of cultural heritage.
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Ethical Collection Practices:

Ethical collection practices are essential for museums. Many museums
work to repatriate cultural objects to their countries of origin when
appropriate, respecting the rights and desires of Indigenous and
marginalized communities.

Adapting to Technological Advances

Museums embrace technology to enhance visitor experiences. Virtual
tours, interactive exhibits, and digital archives make cultural heritage
more accessible globally.

Museums are the guardians of our cultural heritage, fulfilling a
multifaceted role encompassing preservation, education, research, and
cultural diplomacy. These institutions ensure that the treasures of our past
remain accessible to present and future generations, fostering cultural
understanding, appreciation, and empathy.

Education and Research:

Museums serve as educational hubs, providing information about
different cultures, historical events, and artistic movements. They offer an
opportunity for in-depth research, encouraging scholars, historians, and
students to study and learn from the collections.

Fostering Cultural Understanding;:
Museums bridge gaps in cultural understanding by showcasing the
diversity of human experiences.

Visitors can explore the art, traditions, and histories of cultures worldwide,
fostering empathy and appreciation for different ways of life.

Conclusion

Museums are indispensable institutions in the preservation of cultural
heritage. Through the collection, preservation, and interpretation of
cultural artifacts, they serve as custodians of history, educating the public
and fostering cultural identity. Their role goes beyond storage and
exhibition, as they are active participants in cultural transmission and
community engagement. Despite facing challenges such as inadequate
funding, lack of public interest, and the pressures of globalization,
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museums continue to adapt by incorporating technology, expanding
educational outreach, and collaborating with local communities. The
preservation efforts of museums ensure that cultural heritage remains a
living and dynamic part of societal development.

Recommendations

1. Increased Funding and Resources: Governments, private sectors,
and international organizations should allocate more financial
support to museums to enhance their ability to preserve cultural
heritage.

2. Public Engagement and Awareness: Museums should engage more
with local communities through workshops, exhibitions, and
interactive programs to raise awareness about the importance of
preserving cultural heritage.

3. Technological Integration: Museums should leverage technology to
digitize collections, making cultural artifacts more accessible to the
public and providing opportunities for virtual exhibitions and
educational tools.

4. Collaboration with Schools and Universities: Strengthen
partnerships between museums and educational institutions to
incorporate museum visits and activities into academic curricula,
fostering a deeper connection between students and their cultural
heritage.

5. Cultural Diversity Promotion: Museums should ensure the
inclusion and representation of diverse cultures and traditions to
promote cultural inclusivity and understanding across different
communities.

6. Capacity Building for Museum Professionals: Continuous training
and development for museum staff should be prioritized to keep
them updated on the latest preservation techniques and
technologies.
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